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Denise Olczak 
 - Executive Director 
 

Did You Feel The Mountains Tremble? 
He prayed to God regularly. Acts 10:2 

 For many years I have made it a regular habit to begin my day with 

scripture reading and prayer.  It is my deep desire to grow closer to  

God so that he will grow closer to me.  I’ve discovered that when I am 

seeking God, truly unusual things become usual. God regularly invades my routines and life 

takes on a new adventure.  Early last spring was one of those times.  I received a call from  

Allegheny College asking if we had any volunteer projects that a group of young adults, from all 

over the United States participating in an Ameri-Core VISTA experience, could do. My answer 

to this type of question is always, “if you have the time, I can come up with the projects!”   

Most of these kids were young, just out of high school and away from home for the first time.  

We divided the large group into several small groups and began our day.  Brock volunteered to 

help me clean a classroom building that had been invaded by a raccoon seeking a bee hive in the 

drop ceiling.  What a mess!  And so I began asking questions.  Where are you from?  Why did 

you join this program?  Suddenly, flood gates long barricaded burst open as this young man 

poured out his story of neglect, abuse, and struggle for survival.  Then I asked him what he 

wanted to do with his life when the VISTA program ended.  He stopped what he was doing, 

looked me straight in the eyes, and said, “I want to do what you are doing, making a difference 

in the lives of children.  I want kids to know that someone loves them.  I want to give them 

what you are giving me.”  

Just a week earlier my favorite horse, the one God had given me in a dream as a child and then 

the real thing as an adult, after a long hard fight against a terminal illness, had passed away.  To 

keep her memory alive, I had clipped a long piece of her tail hair and intended to make it into a 

bracelet.  The second day of the VISTA experience, Brock walked in with a big grin and a gift 

for me.  It was a framed photograph of my horse with a strand of her tail hair wrapped under 

the glass.  I hadn’t talked about her, but he had gone to my staff and asked the right questions.  

Did you ever notice that when you share the love of God, it comes back to you again, and 

again, and again? 

 

Later, Bill and I were invited to a dinner in honor of this group of volunteers.  Even though the 

team had only spent a couple of days with us, as each VISTA volunteer came forward to tell 

something special that happened to them while in this area of the country, nearly every person 

mentioned the special love they felt while at Mystic Mountain.  Over half of the photos in the 

slide show were of things happening at Mystic Mountain.  When the dinner was over and we 

got up to leave, we were swarmed by the group and begged to stay to have pictures taken with 

them.  There is an old saying that is attributed to St. Francis of Assisi “Preach the gospel always.  

Use words only if you have to!”  
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Donors 
That      
Felt        
The     

Tremors  

 

Because    
ordinary    

people like  
you and I   
decided        

to give in an   
extraoridinary 

way, the     
ministry        

of Mystic 
Mountain 
Training    
Center       

was able to   
continue       
to grow      

and thrive     
in 2013.   

Thank You! 



Fundraising 

Because of individuals like you who partner with us financially, 

we are able to reach out and touch the lives of those who are 

drawn to Mystic Mountain Training Center.  If you took part 

in the annual Victorian Ball you helped raise funds for children to attend summer camp. 

How Can You Help? 

Our mission at Mystic Mountain is to proclaim 

the good news of “freedom through Christ.”  

We do not accept any government funding.   

All operational funding comes from individuals, 

businesses, and corporations who agree with 

our mission.  We would ask that you 

prayerfully consider whether God is calling   

you to join us financially in this wonderful 

ministry opportunity to impact our local 

community right here in America.  Donations 

can also be made via our new website at 

www.mysticmountaintrainingcenter.org.     

We also accept cash or checks, and all  

donations are tax deductible. 

   Income    Expenses 
2013 

Financials 
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     Day, Global Youth Day, Martin Luther King  

     Service Day, and Mystic Mountain Cleanup Day 

A Camp That Felt The Tremors 
The Great Adventure Day Camp 

The 2013 summer camp theme was a take-off on the TV       

show Survivor. To summarize the TV program for      

those unfamiliar, a bunch of people are challenged            

to crazy physical and emotional tests and one by          

one the group votes someone off until there is only one survivor left.  Is that the way your life    

feels at time, like it is a dog eat dog world and you have to fight to keep yourself alive? 

         Through our horseback riding, shooting, challenge 

         course, and art programs, and especially through the 

         drama, songs, and teachings of the Beyond the Blue 

         program, Young Explorers and Great Adventure 

         Day Campers learned that there is a different way 

         that works better. Why? Because God created it.  

         Christ died for us, therefore we can all be survivors 

     forever, not just here on this earth, 

     but forever in eternity with God. 

    Campers and their families 

    were invited to the Friday 

    night closing programs   

    for each week of camp.  

    This is a highlight for the 

    campers as they put on      

    a show of their newly 

    acquired skills.  For the 

    first time in our camp’s 

    history, during the last 

    week of the summer 

    camp, God moved us to 

    present the opportunity 

    for baptism in the pond.  

    Nearly 50 campers,     

    parents, and Mystic  

    Mountain volunteers 

    were baptized! 

Water Slide 

The newest addition to 

the summer camp was a 

second water slide.  

This was created by 

purchasing several giant 

vinyl billboards from a 

recycling company in 

Colorado.  We even got 

free shipping!  Water 

from the pond was   

recycling down the 

vinyl laid on the hill 

creating a very slippery 

giant slip and slide that 

the kids absolutely 

loved.  Added to last 

summer’s climb up the 

ladder and whish down 

the chute slide, the 

combination made a hot 

summer a ton of fun! 



For when you did awesome  
things that we did not expect, 

you came down, and the      
mountains trembled before you. 

  - Isaiah 64:3 

A Ministry That  

Felt The Tremors 

During summer camp we have a Bible study every Tuesday night for the 

staff, and this year we ended up calling it “Testimony Tuesdays.”  The 

idea was to give key individuals a chance to share their life story and how 

God had worked through it.  What it turned into was so much more than 

any of us expected.  As the main speakers each week opened up their 

hearts and began to share honestly where they had come from, what God 

had brought them through, and how He had turned unspeakable things 

around for good, there was not a dry eye in the room.  It was amazing to 

see what the power of simple words from an honest heart can do.  But it 

didn’t stop there.  After the main speaker was finished, the floor was 

opened up for anyone else who wanted to come forward and share their 

testimony.  After a very pregnant pause, one brave soul stood to her 

feet.  With tears streaming down her face, she began to share about 

struggles and issues in her life that no one in that room would have 

dreamed she was going through.  Then, 

almost as one, every teen in the room 

stood up, went to her, and ensconced her 

in the biggest group hug I have ever seen, 

not just telling her, but showing her how 

much she was loved. 

Over the course of the three weeks of 

camp, this scene was repeated time and 

time again.  Each time a person was the 

recipient of a group hug, it was telling them that you are loved, you are 

accepted, and you are an important part of this family.  The love and 

unity that grew out of “Testimony Tuesdays” was absolutely incredible 

and completely unexpected.  The last Tuesday of camp, the Spirit of God 

could be felt so powerfully in the testimonies, the sharing, and the 

emotional healings, that it is still being talked about a year later.  Isaiah 

64:3 says, “For when you did awesome things that we did not expect, 

you came down, and the mountains trembled before you.”  When we as 

people simply walk in obedience to what God is telling us to do, and 

then leave room for God to move in the midst of it, He will not 

disappoint.   

By Jess Maynard 

Dear Denise, 

       We were so touched by our son’s experience at                                             

summer camp.  We, of course, have given him the                                                   

love of a family, but the love that overwhelmed                                                           

him at Mystic Mountain was from an                                                                         

enormous group of kind “strangers”                                                                    

who asked for nothing in return—

only wanted him to be happy.    

We literally could not leave your 

parking lot for some time because 

we had a sobbing child that had to 

say “see you later”  to a place that 

filled him in a way he’s never  

experienced before.  We know 

thanks isn’t necessary, but we are 

so blessed   by yours, Bill’s, and the 

staff at Mystic Mountain’s sincere 

faithfulness to service and we thank 

you for your many sacrifices! 

       I am sure there have been 

days, weeks, and months of     

challenge  in the past to pull such a 

large ministry together, but your 

ministry is truly unique.  Your  

staff is such a pleasure  to be 

around and I know your vision, 

Denise, is a strong force.  Through 

our son’s past experiences, I have 

encountered evilness as I’ve never 

known, but the strength of MMTC     

has helped to convert a child’s very 

damaged soul.  God is faithful, God       

is love and my son experienced a 

rich layer of this through knowing 

you and your staff! 

        A Thankful Mother 

A Family That  

Felt The Tremors 

For when you did awesome  
things that we did not expect, 

you came down, and the      
mountains trembled before you. 

  - Isaiah 64:3 


